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Newly Formed National Raspberry Council Elects Officers 
 
 
June 7, 2013, Seattle, WA.  During its first organizational meetings held this week in 
Seattle, WA, the new National Raspberry Council elected John Clark, (Clark’s Berry 
Farm, Lynden, WA) as its Chairman, along with Rob Dhaliwahl (Samson Farms, 
Lynden, WA) Vice-Chairman, and Brad Rader (Rader Farms, Lynden, WA) Secretary-
Treasurer.  The Council’s headquarters will be established in Lynden, WA. 
 
In accepting the position, Clark said that this first meeting had been widely anticipated.  
“Many of the people at this meeting have worked long and hard to bring the raspberry 
industry together.  I have every confidence in our ability to help the industry increase 
demand for our products.” 
 
The Council will fund nutrition research and conduct wellness messaging campaigns 
targeting health care professionals, consumers, manufacturers, and end users of frozen 
raspberries.  Members on the Council include raspberry growers from Washington, 
Oregon, California, Canada, and Chile, and importers of frozen raspberries into the 
United States. 
 
During the two-day meeting, the Council appointed Thomas Krugman to serve as its 
Executive Director.  Krugman, who had been serving the Washington Red Raspberry 
Commission as its Marketing Director, shared Clark’s optimism for the future of the 
industry.  “Raspberries truly have the taste consumers love packed with the nutrition 
they demand.  The potential for this industry is only limited by our imagination!” 
 
The National Raspberry Council is organized under the Commodity Promotion, 
Research, and Information Act of 1996, administered by the USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service.  Research and promotion programs help expand, maintain and 
develop markets for individual commodities in the United States and abroad.  They also 
allow commodity groups to conduct promotion, market and production research, and 
new product development for the benefit of their industries.  Please visit 
www.ams.usda.gov/FVPromotion for more information about research and promotion 
programs. 
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